
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 14, 2019 
 
 
2.  APPLICATION: Z18-076 
 Location: 6850 SAWMILL ROAD (43235), being 0.95± acres located on 

the east side of Sawmill Road, 68± feet south of I-270 (590-
200801; Far Northwest Coalition). 

 Existing Zoning: L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. 
 Request: L-M, Limited Manufacturing District (H-35). 
 Proposed Use: Pet daycare, grooming, and kennel (outdoor runs). 

Applicant(s):  Pet Palace; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; 37 West Broad Street, 
Suite 460; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Ohio Automobile Club; 90 East Wilson Bridge Road; 
Worthington, OH 43085. 

 Planner: Michael Maret; 614-645-2749; mjmaret@columbus.gov 
      
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 0.95± acre site consists of a single parcel developed with a commercial building 

zoned in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. The applicant proposes the L-M, 
Limited Manufacturing District to allow C-4 District uses, including pet daycare and 
related uses, as well as outdoor runs for animals. 
 

o The site is bordered to the north by a retention pond in the L-C-4, Limited Commercial 
District and I-270. To the south is a dry cleaner in the L-M, Limited Manufacturing 
District. To the east is a veterinary clinic in L-C-4, Limited Commercial District, and to the 
west across Sawmill Road are commercial businesses in the City of Dublin. 
 

o A Board of Zoning Adjustment variance and special permit application (BZA18-155) has 
been filed to permit outdoor animal runs, and to reduce the required number of parking 
and loading spaces and the building setback. That request will be heard by the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment and will not be considered at this Development Commission meeting. 

 
o The site is subject to the Sawmill Road Regional Commercial Overlay (RCO) and is 

within the planning area of The Northwest Plan (2016), which recommends “commercial” 
uses at this location. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Far Northwest Coalition, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 
 

o The development text establishes use restrictions, M, Manufacturing District 
development standards, and RCO graphics standards. 
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Sawmill Road as a 6-2D arterial requiring a 
minimum of 80 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The requested L-M, Limited Manufacturing District classification will limit uses to C-4, 
Commercial uses with the exception of outdoor runs for animals on the site. Staff supports the 
limited uses in this area as the proposal is consistent The Northwest Plan’s recommendation 
and compatible with the commercial uses along the Sawmill Road corridor. 
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SITE 

Z18-076 
6850 Sawmill Road 

Approximately 0.94 acres 
L-C-4 to L-M 
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        The Northwest Plan (2016) – “Commercial” Uses Recommended 
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