
STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
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5. APPLICATION: Z19-005  
 Location: 1551 WEST BROAD STREET (43223), being 3.84± acres 

located at the southeast corner of West Broad Street and 
Interstate 70 (010-209349; Franklinton Area Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request: AR-1, Apartment Residential District (H-35). 
 Proposed Use: Supportive housing development. 

Applicant(s):  Ohio Community Development Finance Fund; c/o Jeff Mohrman; 
175 South Third Street, Suite 1200; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): 1551 West Broad, LLC; c/o Jeff Mohrman, Atty.; 175 South Third 
Street, Suite 1200; Columbus, OH 43215. 

 Planner: Michael Maret; 614-645-2749; mjmaret@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

    
o The 3.84± acre site consists of a single parcel developed with a vacant motel in the 

CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. The applicant proposes the AR-1, 
Apartment Residential District to convert the site into a supportive housing apartment 
complex. 
 

o North of the site are offices and restaurants zoned in the CPD, Commercial Planned 
Development District.  To the south and east of the site are schools in the R, Rural and 
AR-3, Apartment Residential districts. To the east of the site is I-70. 
 

o The site is within the planning area of the West Franklinton Plan (2014), which 
recommends “community commercial” uses at this location. Additionally, this site is 
within an area that has early adoption of the new Columbus Citywide Planning Policies 
(C2P2) design guidelines. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Franklinton Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 

 
o Concurrent CV19-006 has been filed to reduce drive aisle widths, parking space 

maneuvering, the required number of parking spaces from 158 to 130, and permit a 
commercial vehicle to be parked on the residentially zoned lot. Also included are 
variances to permit the existing dumpster location within the perimeter yard, reduce 
landscaping and screening, and reduce building setback and perimeter yard 
requirements. That request will be heard by City Council and will not be considered at 
this Development Commission meeting. 
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies West Broad Street as a 6-2 arterial requiring 
a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline.   
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested AR-1, Apartment Residential District will allow the site to be converted into a 
supportive housing apartment development.  The West Franklinton Plan recommends community 
commercial for this location in addition to recommendations for the adaptive re-use of existing 
sites that support a broad range of housing types. Staff views the proposed use as institutional in 
nature, and is therefore consistent with the Plan’s recommendations. 
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SITE 

Z19-005 
1551 West Broad Street 
Approximately 3.84 acres 

CPD to AR-1 
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West Franklinton Plan (2014) – “Community Commercial” recommended. 

The Community Commercial classification is characterized by retail, office, hotel, or 
institutional uses that serve multiple neighborhoods, but generally do not attract residents 
from outside the area. An example includes neighborhood shopping centers. Gas stations 
built to Community Commercial Overlay design standards may be supported. 
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