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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MARCH 14, 2019  
 
 
11. APPLICATION: Z18-080  
 Location: 7230 EAST BROAD STREET (43213), being 8.8± acres located 

on the north side of East Broad Street, 750± feet east of 
Reynoldsburg-New Albany Road (010-218968; Far East Area 
Commission). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural District. 
 Request: L-AR-1, Limited Apartment Residential District (H-35). 
 Proposed Use: Multi-unit residential development.      

Applicant(s):  Metro Development LLC; c/o Jeffrey L. Brown, Atty.; 37 West 
Broad Street, Suite 460; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Mario Giacomo et. al.; 7230 East Broad Street; Columbus, OH 
43213.   

 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The site is primarily undeveloped with a few residential structures in the R, Rural District. 

The applicant proposes to develop the site with a multi-unit residential development 
containing a maximum of 216 units in the L-AR-1, Limited Apartment Residential District 
(21.57 du/AC).  

 
o To the north of the site is multi-unit residential development in the L-AR-12, Limited 

Apartment Residential District. To the south across East Broad Street is a shopping 
center in the C-3, Commercial District and L-C-4, Limited Commercial District. To the 
east are single-unit dwellings in the R, Rural District. To the west is an office and dog 
boarding facility in Jefferson Township.  
 

o Companion CV19-025 has been filed to vary the building and parking setbacks. That 
request will be heard by City Council and will not be considered at this Development 
Commission meeting. 

 
o The site is located within the boundaries of the Far East Land Use Plan (2018), which 

recommends “Mixed Use (16-24 du/ac)” land uses for this location. Additionally, the Plan 
includes complete adoption of the Columbus Citywide Planning Policies (C2P2) design 
guidelines. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Far East Area Commission, whose 
recommendation is for approval. However, the written recommendation had not been 
received at the time this report was finalized.  
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o The limitation text allows uses permitted in the AR-1, apartment residential district. The 
text also includes provisions for buffering and landscaping, signage commitments, and a 
commitment to a site plan.  

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies East Broad Street as a 4-2D arterial 

requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline.  
 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Disapproval. *Approval.  
 
The requested L-AR-1, Limited Residential District will allow a multi-unit residential development 
that is compatible with the development standards of adjacent residential developments. The 
Far East Land Use Plan (2018) recommends “Mixed Use” with densities of up to 24 units per 
acre, but also includes an area specific policy that recommends that such sites prioritize a mix 
of uses. Planning Staff is supportive of the use and believes the proposal is consistent with the 
recommendations of the Plan. However, Planning Staff requests that the site plan be revised to 
show the potential future vehicular connections in a hatch or with transparency, and labeled as 
such. Staff will update the recommendation to approval upon resolution with Planning Staff 
regarding the vehicular connection issue. This application required a traffic access study, and 
the applicant has submitted a revised traffic access study that is pending review but includes a 
prohibition of the southbound left turn movement. While it would be preferable to have a 
limitation in the text that prohibits this movement, the Division of Traffic Management is able to 
enforce this prohibition through driveway approval authority during the site compliance review 
process. 
 

Note: Planning Division and Division of Traffic Management conditions met.  
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SITE 

 
Z18-080 

7230 East Broad Street 
Approximately 8.8 acres 

From R to L-AR-1 
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     Case Number 

Address  

  Group Name 

Meeting Date  

Specify Case Type 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation 
(Check only one) 
 

NOTES:  

2-5-19 6 Commissioners reviewed the traffic survey.  Discussed landscaping.  Commissioners agreed to set back of 
50 feet in lieu of 60 feet.   

NOTES: Commissioner Marshall stated he had walked the property and the existing trees that are being referred to in 
the site plan are either dead or dying.  Proper landscape and screening needs to be done to replace these trees. 

1-9-19 Zoning  Chair Commissioner Marshall again walked the parcel to confirm the trees separating the parcel and 
the adjacent Condos are either dead or dying.  

Z18-080 was tabled for the February meeting.  This is the 3rd time these parcels were brought in front of the FEAC. The 
other 2 had grocery stores as the key stone to a retail complex.   

The main concern on the part of the Commissioners is the heavy traffic on Broad Street making left turns out of the 
single exit dangerous. 

It was agreed that the applicant would submit and bring back to the FEAC the response they get from the traffic 
Department. 

 

 

Signature of Authorized Representative  Larry Marshall   

Recommending Group Title  Commissioner / Zoning Chair 

Daytime Phone Number: 614 619 3278 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please e-mail this form to the assigned planner within 48 hours of meeting day; OR FAX to Zoning at 614 645-2463 OR MAIL to: 

Zoning, City of Columbus, Department of Building & Zoning Services, 111 N Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 

PLEASE NOTE: Incomplete information will result in the rejection of this submittal. 
Applications must be submitted by Appointment.  Call 614-645-4522 to Schedule 

Z18-080 / CV19-025   

7230 E Broad St  

Far East Area Commission            

2/5/2019  

  BZA Variance / Special Permit 
 Council Variance   
X Rezoning   
 Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit   

XX Approval    With quorum of 6   1 abstain 5 yes   
 Disapproval   
    

 
X

X

X 

 

 
 

 

 

X 
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