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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
MAY 9, 2019 
 
 
5. APPLICATION: Z19-029 
 Location: 5720 N HAMILTON RD (43230), being 2.6± acres located on 

the east side of Hamilton Road, 275± feet north of Preserve 
Boulevard (545-175660; Northland Community Council).  

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District.     
 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District (H-35).    
 Proposed Use: Drive-in restaurant.  

Applicant(s):  Swenson’s Drive-In Restaurants; c/o David Hodge, Atty.; 8000 
Walton Parkway, Suite 260; New Albany, OH 43054.  

Property Owner(s): Hamilton II Retail LLC; 100 East Wilson Bridge Road; 
Worthington, OH 43085.   

 Planner: Kelsey Priebe; 614-645-1341; krpriebe@columbus.gov 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 2.9± acre site has remained undeveloped since it was zoned in the CPD, 

Commercial Planned Development District for fuel sales or commercial development in 
2013. The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will remove fuel 
sales as a permitted use and provides for a drive-in restaurant on a portion of the site, 
while enhancing existing negotiated buffering commitments along the north property line 
and to the eastern residential perimeter. 
 

o To the north is undeveloped land in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development 
District. To the south and west is commercial development in the CPD, Commercial 
Planning Development District. To the east are single-unit dwellings in the PUD-4, 
Planned Unit Development District.  
 

o The site is within the planning area of the Northland Plan Volume II (2002), which 
recommends “Preserve District” for this location, calling for a mix of single and multi-unit 
residential development with some commercial uses. No specific land use guidelines 
apply to this site, however, staff is supportive of commercial uses at this location given 
the existing development pattern in the area. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Northland Community Council, whose 
recommendation is for approval. 
 

o The CPD text commits to a site plan and includes development standards addressing 
site access, landscaping, building design, lighting, and graphics provisions. A variance to 
increase the maximum number of parking spaces from 34 permitted to 70 provided is 
included in this request, and is supported given the nature of the proposed use.  
 

o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies this portion of North Hamilton Road as a 4-
2D arterial requiring a minimum of 60 feet of right-of-way from centerline. 
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:   Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will update the permitted uses, 
development standards, and CPD Plan for a proposed drive-in restaurant. With the 
commitments within the CPD Plan and text, the request is compatible with the established 
zoning and development pattern of the area.   
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Northland Plan Volume II (2002) – “Preserve District” 
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Northland Community Council 

Development Committee 

Report 

April 24, 2019 6:30 PM 
Franklin County Job and Family Services 

(Use south entrance) 

1721 Northland Park Avenue (43229) 

 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 29, 2019 

 

Meeting Called to Order: 6:35 pm  by chair Dave Paul 

Members represented: 

Voting: (19): Albany Park (APHA), Asherton Grove (AGCA), Blendon Chase (BCCA), Blendon 

Woods (BWCA), Clinton Estates (CECA), Cooper Woods (CWCA), Devonshire (DCA), Forest 

Park (FPCA), Friendship Village (FVRA), Karmel Woodward Park (KWPCA), Lee/Ulry 

(LUCA), Maize Morse Tri-Area (MMTACA), Northland Alliance (NA), Northland Area 

Business Association (NABA), Preston Commons (PCHA), Rolling Ridge (RRSHA), Salem 

(SCA), Sharon Woods (SWCA), Woodstream East (WECA). 

Case #1 Application #GC19-015 (Graphics plan for a drive-in restaurant incorporating 

variances from §3377.10(A), §3372.806(C) and §3372.806(E), as well as a 

special permit  under §3378.01(D) for an existing pylon sign located on the 

applicant’s parcel and now effectively an off-premise ground sign as a 

result of parcel split.) 

Jim Maniace/Taft Law representing 

Checkers Drive-In Restaurants, Inc. 

2110 Morse Rd, 43229 (010-291879) 

 The Committee approved (18-0 w/ 1 abstention) a motion (by FPCA, 

second by FVRA) to RECOMMEND APPROVAL WITH ONE (1) 

CONDITION: 

o That the application be revised to remove requested variances from 

from §3372.806(C) for sign height, maximum area and graphic area 

(designated variances “2” and “3” in item 6 of the Plan), and from 

§3372.806(E)(3) for sign base material (designated “4” in item 6 of 

the Plan), and that Exhibit A of the Plan be revised to describe a 

sign that is compliant with the requirements of the Morse Road RCO 

contained in these sections. 

Case #2 Application #Z19-029 (Rezone 2.6± AC from CPD to CPD to remove fuel sales as 

a permitted use and to allow a drive-in restaurant while maintaining 

buffering commitments in former CPD text from adjoining properties to the 

north and east) 

David Hodge/Underhill & Hodge representing 

Swensons Drive-In Restaurants 

5720 N Hamilton Rd, 43230 (545-175660) 

 The Committee approved (18-0 w/ 1 abstention) a motion (by APHA, 

second by PCHA) to RECOMMEND APPROVAL of the application.
1
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