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STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 
 
The subject parcel is located at 1374 N. Fifth St. The applicant will be the owner-occupant of the 
new construction. This application is being submitted to request variances permitting 
construction of a mother-in-law suite above the garage. The parcel is currently vacant, with the 
exception of an existing garage. Applicant has appeared before council in the past, requesting a 
variance for use of the garage. Said variance was passed. Applicant plans to present to the 
University Area Commission Zoning Committee on August 5, 2019, to the WPCCA Housing 
Committee on August 6, 2019, and to the University Area Commission on August 21, 2019. 
 
8.7.19 Update: Applicant has received 5-0 approval from Weinland Park Housing Committee, 
and 3-1 conditional approval from University Area Commission Zoning Committee. The 
condition from the UAC was that Weinland Park Housing Committee grant approval, which they 
indeed did the day after the UAC vote. 
 
8.16.19 Update: Updated language to incorporate staff review comments.  
 
To effectuate applicants plans, applicant respectfully requests the following variances… 
 

1. §3312.49 – Minimum numbers of parking spaces required – To reduce the required 
number of parking spaces from four to two. 

 
2. §3325.801 – Maximum Lot Coverage – To increase the permitted lot coverage from 25% 

to 46%. 
 

3. §3325.805 – Maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR) – To increase the permitted FAR from 
.40 to .80. 

 
4. §3332.039(A)(3) – R-4 Residential District – To permit two single-unit dwellings on one 

lot. 
 

5. §3332.05(A)(4) – Area district lot width requirements – To permit erecting a building on 
a lot with a width measured at the front line of no less than 35.5 feet. 

 
6. §3332.15 – R-4 area district requirements – To permit two dwelling units to be situated 

on a lot of no less than 3,781 square feet in area. 
 

7. §3332.19 – Fronting – To permit a dwelling unit to not front on a public street. 
 

8. §3332.27 – Rear yard – To provide no rear yard for the carriage house dwelling. 

ORD # 2340-2019; CV19-077; Page 3 of 8



 

SITE 

CV19-077 
1374 N. 5th St. 

Approximately 0.10 acres 
 
 
 

ORD # 2340-2019; CV19-077; Page 4 of 8



 

SITE 

CV19-077 
1374 N. 5th St. 

Approximately 0.10 acres 
 
 
 

ORD # 2340-2019; CV19-077; Page 5 of 8



 

SITE 

CV19-077 
1374 N. 5th St. 

Approximately 0.10 acres 
 
 
 

ORD # 2340-2019; CV19-077; Page 6 of 8



 
 

           

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TO: Tim Dietrich                                                                    August 21, 2019 
       111 N. Front Street 
       Columbus, OH 43215 
       Ph: 614-645-6665 
       tedietrich@columbus.gov 
 
RE: 1374 N. 5th St.  
       CV19-077  
 
Shannon: 
 
This letter is to inform you that on August 21, 2019, the University Area Commission voted to approve 
the council variance for the carriage house and new residential dwelling proposed for the property 
located at 1374 N. 5th St.  8 variances are requested:  
 

1. Sec. 3312.49, Minimum numbers of parking spaces required – To reduce the required number of 
parking spaces from 4 to t2 
2.  Sec. 3325.80, Maximum Lot Coverage – To increase the permitted lot coverage from 25% to 46%. 
3.  Sec. 3325.805 – Maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR) – To increase the permitted FAR from .40 to .59. 
4.  Sec 3332.039(A)(3) – R-4 Residential District – To permit a dwelling containing a minimum of two 
dwelling units  
5.  Sec. 3332.05(A)(4) – Area district lot width requirements – To permit erecting a building on a lot with 
a width measured at the front line of no less than 35.5 feet. 
6.  Sec. 3332.15 – R-4 area district requirements – To permit two dwelling units to be situated on a lot of 
no less than 3,781 square feet in area. 
7.  Sec 3332.19 – Fronting – To permit a dwelling unit to not front on a public street. 
8.  Sec. 3332.27 – Rear yard – To permit both dwellings to share a rear yard totaling no less than 25 
percent of the total lot area. 
 

The Commission had directed the applicant to meet with the Weinland Park Housing Committee, 
which he did.  He received their support for a project that would provide an owner-occupied dwelling 
in a community that currently has only 10% home ownership.  The Commission felt that the project 
was a step in the right direction to having a new house plus accessory dwelling unit when there could 
have been a potential 4 units built on this R4 site.  This property is adjacent to 2 new affordable land 
grant properties, which adds to the goal of a mixed income neighborhood.  
 
The applicants will rent out the carriage house unit to help them finance their new construction.  The 
footprint of the carriage house would be the same as new garage, with or without a dwelling unit 
above; the lot coverage is the same.   
 
The Commission was fully supportive of the project and the requested variances. 
 
The vote to approve the above council variance was: For – 11; Against – 0; Abstentions – 0. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan LM Keeny 
 
Susan Keeny 
UAC Zoning Committee Chair 
C:  937-479-0201 
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