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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
NOVEMBER 8, 2018 
 
5. APPLICATION: Z18-051 
 Location: 5850 SUNBURY ROAD (43230), being 6.3± acres located on 

the east side of Sunbury Road, 1,000± feet south of State Route 
161 (110-000886 & 110-000698; Northland Community Council). 

 Existing Zoning: R, Rural District (Pending Annexation). 
 Request: L-ARLD, Limited Apartment Residential District. 
 Proposed Use: Multi-unit residential development.   

Applicant(s):  Metro Development LLC; c/o Jill S. Tangeman, Atty.; 52 East 
Gay Street; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Property Owner(s): Lisa Pickens Silva; 5850 Sunbury Road; Columbus, OH 43230. 
Planner: Michael Maret; 614-645-2749; mjmaret@columbus.gov 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 

    
o The 6.3± acre site consists of two parcels, both of which are developed with single-unit 

dwellings pending annexation into the R, Rural District.  The applicant proposes to 
develop the site with a multi-unit residential development in the L-ARLD, Limited 
Apartment Residential District. 
 

o The site is bordered to the north by an extended stay hotel in the L-C-4, Limited 
Commercial District. To the south are single unit dwellings in various residential districts 
in the City of Columbus and Blendon Township. To the east is Big Walnut Creek. To the 
west is undeveloped land in the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 

o Concurrent CV18-067 has been filed to reduce the perimeter yard setback along the 
north property line. That request will be heard by City Council and will not be considered 
at this Development Commission meeting.  
 

o The site is located within the Northland Plan Volume II (2002) “Blendon District” which 
recommends infill development that is compatible with surrounding land uses. 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Northland Community Council, whose 
recommendation is for approval of the requested district (13-3). 
 

o The limitation text includes commitments to setbacks, bicycle parking, buffering and 
screening, building materials, lighting, and a site plan. 

 
o The Columbus Thoroughfare Plan identifies Sunbury Road as a 4-2 arterial requiring a 

minimum of 50 feet of right-of-way from centerline.  
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CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION:  Approval. 
 
The requested L-ARLD, Limited Apartment Residential District will permit a multi-unit residential 
development with 84 units on the site. The proposal is consistent with the land use 
recommendations of the Northland Plan Volume II as comparable higher intensity development 
is occurring on both sides of Big Walnut Creek due to past expansion of State Route 161. The 
applicant is also providing a substantial buffer to the south and open space / natural areas along 
the creek. 
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SITE 
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                Northland Plan Volume II (2002) – “Blendon District”  
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