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Council Variance Application 
Application CV20-053 
550 West Nationwide Boulevard, Columbus, OH 43215 
 
Property Owner/Applicant: Crew SC Stadium Company LLC 
    76 Lou Groza Blvd, Berea, OH 44112 
    Agent: Philip Dangerfield 
 
STATEMENT OF HARDSHIP 
 
We are seeking a variance from Section 3359.17(B)(4) of the Zoning Code to allow for an 
outdoor video board at the new Columbus Crew Stadium public plaza in the Arena District.  As 
stated in the Downtown Design Guidelines, special consideration should be given in the Arena 
District for “general outdoor displays and video screens.”  Columbus Crew Stadium will be one 
of three professional sports facilities in downtown Columbus, where there is precedent for this 
type of variance to allow for outdoor boards at sports venues.  Video boards of this type are 
customary, appropriate and even expected at professional sports facilities to maximize public 
engagement.  Content to be displayed on the video boards is still being developed, but is 
expected to be a mix of match/event day activation (scores, replays, fan prompts, etc), 
sponsorship advertising (video and static images), team and stadium messaging, and depictions 
of or in connection with non-event day activation (watch parties, farmers markets, civic events, 
etc).  Given the video board’s relatively isolated location, over 275’ north of Nationwide Blvd 
and bounded by CSX train tracks to the east and new Columbus Crew Stadium to the west, the 
video board’s impact to the surrounding areas will be minimal. 
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SITE

CV20-053 
550 W. Nationwide Blvd. 

Approximately 11.83 acres 
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Michael H. Stevens 
Director 

 

 

 
  

 

 
Office of the 
Director 
111 N. Front St., 
8th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 
43215-9040 
(614) 645-8591 
(614) 645-6675 
(FAX) 
 
 

Planning 
Division 
111 N. Front St., 
3rd Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 
43215-9040 
(614) 645-8664 
 

Downtown 
Commission 
Luis F. Teba 
(Staff)  
Planner II 
(614) 645-8062 
LFTeba@columbu
s.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 CV RECOMMENDATION 
application DC_20-06-008 

address 550 West Nationwide Boulevard 
app/owner Phillip Dangerfield/ Crew SC Stadium Company LLC 

reviewed Variance  
request Recommendation on a Council Variance to install a billboard at Crew Stadium. 

 
This is a recommendation to the appropriate regulatory body as identified per City Code.  It is not a 
zoning clearance or a building permit.  This document does not relieve the applicant from the 
responsibility of filing for and obtaining any required zoning clearance and/or building permit from the 
City of Columbus Department of Building & Zoning Services (614-645-4522 / 111 North Front Street, 
First Floor) and following all other applicable codes and ordinances of the City of Columbus. 
       
The Downtown Commission hereby certifies that the application for the above referenced property 
and a copy of this Recommendation are on file with the City of Columbus Planning Division within the 
Development of Department.  The Commission has reviewed the application and taken the following 
action(s) 
 
  

Variance or Zoning Change Request:  
 COUNCIL VARIANCE 

 
 
 
TYPE(S) OF ACTION(S) REQUESTED: 
Variances to: 
 

3359.17(B)(4) To allow a “Billboard”, a use prohibited in the Downtown District  
 

 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 

 

SUPPORT REQUESTED 
VARIANCES OR 
ZONING CHANGE 

 

DO NOT SUPPORT 
REQUESTED 
VARIANCE OR 
ZONING CHANGE 

 

NO ACTION TAKEN 

    
 
 
THIS RECOMMENDATION IS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE DESIGNATED REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
FOR THE ACTION(S) REQUESTED AS INDICATED.   
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