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Council Variance Application 

Statement of Hardship 

3860 Kimberly Parkway North 

The site resides in a suburban residential zoning classification and previously operated as a long-term 

group home. Such a district does not allow for the proposed use of this owner, that of a community-

based after-school care facility for children of elementary age and higher. The after-school programs are 

designed to create a safe haven for at-risk youth. The program uses creative arts in a drug, alcohol, and 

violence prevention programming, positive values are taught through alternative activities in the form of 

expressive and performance arts, recreation/fitness and group education activities. The non-profit 

business will provide social support services to the neighborhood. The use is similar to that of the 

adjacent property, 3840 Kimberly Parkway, which Directions for Youth and Families also owns. The site 

will provide additional program space for Directions for Youth. Limited building alterations are expected.    

We ask for variances for the following items: 

3332.029- SR Suburban Residential District: To permit the use of an after school program and summer 

camp programs in this location not in conjunction with a school or religious building. 

3312.27- Parking setback line: The parking setback requirement is 25 ft. The parking pad extends beyond 

that setback and reflects an existing condition inherited with the purchase of the building. We request 

to reduce the parking setback along North Kimberly Parkway from 25 feet to 15 feet. 

3312.49- Minimum number of parking spaces required: See attached plan for breakdown of square 

footages; offices, classroom, and general areas. The City of Columbus Zoning Department has 

determined the parking rate to be that of a child day care, or a rate of 1 parking space per 500 square 

feet. The square footage of the building is 3,031 square feet thus requiring 7 parking spaces. The existing 

building pad fits 6 spaces, one of which is a handicap space. We request leniency of one parking space.  
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