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STAFF REPORT 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
ZONING MEETING 
CITY OF COLUMBUS, OHIO 
FEBRUARY 11, 2021 
 
 
2. APPLICATION: Z20-097 
 Location: 6051 SAWMILL RD. (43017), being 1.39± acres located on the 

west side of Sawmill Road, 262± feet north of Krier Drive (590-
301909; Northwest Civic Association). 

 Existing Zoning: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District. 
 Request: CPD, Commercial Planned Development District (H-35). 
 Proposed Use. Building expansion for existing fast food establishment.    

Applicant(s):  Chick-Fil-A, Inc.; c/o Allan Wiley, Agent; GBC Design Inc.; 3565 
White Pond Drive; Akron, OH 44320. 

Property Owner(s): Sawmill Ridge Plaza L.P.; c/o Charlie Fraas, Agent; 250 Civic 
Center Drive, Suite 500; Columbus, OH 43215. 

Planner: Shannon Pine; 614-645-2208; spine@columbus.gov 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
o The 1.39± acre site consists of one parcel developed with a fast food establishment in 

the CPD, Commercial Planned Development District (Z10-010). The requested CPD, 
Commercial Planned Development District will revise the site plan to permit a building 
expansion and the addition of a drive-thru canopy. 
 

o To the north is an eating and drinking establishment; to the east across Sawmill Road is 
a shopping center; to the south is an automotive parts store; and to the west is a 
department store, all within CPD, Commercial Planned Development districts.  

 
o The site is within the planning area of The Northwest Plan (2016), which recommends 

“Mixed Use 2” at this location, a commercial classification with residential uses 
supported. The site is also located within the Regional Commercial Overlay (RCO). 
 

o The site is located within the boundaries of the Northwest Civic Association, whose 
recommendation for approval.  
 

o The CPD text proposes C-4, Commercial District uses and includes development 
standards addressing setbacks, lot coverage, access, landscaping and screening, 
building materials, and lighting controls. The text also includes a commitment to a site 
plan, and proposes variances to parking lot trees and RCO parking lot screening 
requirements to reflect existing conditions.  
 

o A right-of-way exception request has been submitted for the requested 20 feet of right-of-
way dedication area along the site’s frontage. Pending the outcome of the exception 
request, the setbacks in the CPD text will be adjusted accordingly. 
 

o The Columbus Multimodal Thoroughfare Plan identifies Sawmill Road as a Suburban 
Community Corridor requiring 160 feet of right-of-way. 

ORD #1301-2021; Z20-097; Page 2 of 8



 
 
CITY DEPARTMENTS’ RECOMMENDATION: Approval. 
 
The requested CPD, Commercial Planned Development District will allow a small building 
expansion and the addition of a drive-thru canopy to an existing fast food establishment. The 
CPD text permits C-4, Commercial District uses and includes a commitment to a site plan which 
reflects the expansion area. The request remains consistent with the "Mixed Use 2" 
recommendation of The Northwest Plan, and the adjacent commercial development.  
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Northwest Plan (2016)  
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NOTES: 

Standardized Recommendation Form 
111 N. Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Phone: 614-645-4522 ▪ www.columbus.gov/bzs ▪ zoninginfo@columbus.gov 
 

 
 

FOR USE BY: AREA COMMISSION / COMMUNITY GROUP / HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 
      (PLEASE PRINT) 
 

Case Number: 

Address: 

Group Name: 

Meeting Date: 
 

Specify Case Type: BZA Variance / Special Permit 
 Council Variance 
Rezoning 
Graphics Variance / Plan / Special Permit 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 (Check only one and list basis  
 for recommendation below) 

Approval 
Disapproval 

 
 

NOTES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vote: 
 

Signature of Authorized Representative:  
SIGNATURE 

 
 

RECOMMENDING GROUP TITLE 
 
 

DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 
 
 
 
 

Please e-mail this form to the assigned planner within 48 hours of your meeting day; or MAIL to: Assigned Planner, City of
MAIL to: Columbus, Department of Building & Zoning Services, 111 N. Front St, Columbus, OH 43215. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applications must be submitted by appointment. Call (614) 645-4522 to schedule Revised 2/20.slp 
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