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To Celebrate the Second Year Anniversary of Opportunity Port

WHEREAS,OpportunityPortisarecordsealingandexpungementapplicationassistanceprogrammanagedbyTheOhioStateUniversity
DrugEnforcementandPolicyCenteraimedatremovingbarriers torecordreliefandimprovingopportunitiesforjusticeinvolvedresidents
of Columbus; and

WHEREAS, an estimated 1 in 3 Ohio residents has a criminal record and the collateral consequences stemming from criminal records
present significant economic andsocialbarriers to resourcesandopportunities suchashousing, employment, education, andprofessional
licensing; and

WHEREAS,peopleofcoloraredisproportionatelyimpactedbycriminalrecordsasaresultofsystemicracism,theconsequencesofwhich
contribute significantly to racial inequity; and

WHEREAS,researchfromtheUniversityofMichiganhasshownthatrecordsealingimprovesearningsandlowersthechanceofre-arrest;
and

WHEREAS,OpportunityPortbeganasaColumbusCityCouncilcriminaljusticeinitiative,wasawardedfundingbySchmidtFutures,and
moved to the Drug Enforcement and Policy Center in July 2021 where it continued to develop; and

WHEREAS,OpportunityPort’s legalserviceprovidersare theDrugEnforcementandPolicyCenter, theLegalAidSocietyofColumbus,
EqualityOhio,andtheFranklinCountyMunicipalCourtSelfHelpCenter,whotogetherassisted527Columbusresidentswithcompleting
and filing record sealing and expungement applications to Franklin County courts; and

WHEREAS,OpportunityPortcontinues tobuildonitssuccessandhasrecently launchedservicesstatewide toproviderecordsealingand
expungement application assistance to all justice involved residents of Ohio who are seeking relief from their criminal record; and
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS:

That this Council celebrates the two year anniversary of Opportunity Port.
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