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BACKGROUND: The purpose of amending Columbus City Code Chapter 550, entitled "Scrap Metal Dealers", is twofold. First, a
revision is needed to promote better uniformity of law between the Ohio Revised Code and the Columbus City Code. Chapter 550
was the first law to comprehensively address scrap metal in the state of Ohio. Unlike the Ohio Revised Code, the Columbus City
Code requires certain vehicle identification numbers to be recorded by scrap facilities. This requirement has proven to be over
burdensome to scrap metal dealers and not beneficial to law enforcement in either identifying scrap metal thieves or in recovering
stolen property. Consequently, these provisions are being stricken as well as language added to better align the Columbus City Code
with the Ohio Revised Code.

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no financial impact to the city's General Fund associated with this legislation.

To amend various sections of Columbus City Codes Chapter 550, Scrap Metal Dealers, relative to the regulation of scrap metal
facility licensees.

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus authorized seminal legislation regulating scrap metal facilities in 2007; and

WHEREAS, in September of 2008, the State of Ohio followed suit and enacted legislation that also dealt with the regulation of scrap
metal; and

WHEREAS, the City Ordinance was amended in 2009; and
WHEREAS, the Columbus City Code requirements concerning vehicle identification numbers have been burdensome for scrap
metal dealers and are not beneficial to law enforcement; now, therefore

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS:

SECTION 1. That various Sections of Chapter 550 of the Columbus City Codes is hereby amended as follows:
550.01 - Definitions.
As used in Chapter 550 of the Columbus City Codes:

"Scrap metal facility" means any facility, establishment or place of business that is maintained or operated for the primary
purpose of receiving, storing, processing, buying, or selling scrap metal for remelting or recycling purposes.

"Scrap metal facility licensee" or "licensee" means any person holding a scrap metal facility license issued pursuant to this
chapter and includes any person acting as the license holder's authorized agent or employee.

"Scrap metal" means any article or material intended for recycling composed of iron, steel, or nonferrous metal or metal
alloy, including but not limited to, copper, brass, bronze, aluminum, or stainless steel. Scrap metal does not include used beverage
containers.

""Motor vehieleVehicle" and "Vehicle Identification Number" shall have the same meaning as set for in Section 246420
of the Coelumbus City Codes"Vehiele identification number or derivative thereof” means any number or derivative of such a number
that is embossed. engraved. etched. or otherwise marked on any vehicle or vehicle part by the manufacturer. "Vehicle identification
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"Retail transaction" means any transaction involving any person other than an industrial or commercial account, a nonprofit
account, or a governmental account, in which a scrap metal facility purchases or receives scrap metal "Industrial or commercial
account" means any person that satisfies one (1) of the following criteria: 1) the business is registered with the Ohio secretary of state;
2) the business has been issued a vendor's license under Ohio Revised Code Section 5739.17; 3) the business advertises its services in
a newspaper of general circulation once a week for not less than six (6) consecutive months or provides a receipt showing payment
for such advertising, in a telephone book, in electronic media that is available to the public, or in some other type of media that is
owned and operated by a person other than the business; and, if an individual operates the business, the individual advertising the
business has a specific place of business that is not the individual's permanent home residence. The term may include other scrap
metal facilities.

"Nonprofit account”" means any nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a)
of the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C.A. 501(a), and that sells scrap metal to a scrap metal facility pursuant to a written agreement
or written account certification.

"Governmental account" means any political subdivision, as defined in Section 2744.01(F) of the Ohio Revised Code, that
sells scrap metal to a scrap metal facility pursuant to a written agreement or written account certification.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)
550.02 - License requirement; expiration.

No person shall operate a scrap metal facility in the City of Columbus except under authority of a valid scrap metal facility
license issued by the department of public safety, license section, in the name of the person operating the facility and for the specific
site of the facility. Every license shall expire at the end of one (1) year following its date of issuance, subject to suspension of
revocation pursuant to Section 550.06 of this chapter. An application for a renewal of a license must be submitted prior to the annual
expiration date of the existing license, as provided in Section 501.17 of the Columbus City Codes, and operation under authority of
the existing license may continue until issuance or denial of the renewal of the license, provided submission of the renewal
application is timely.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)

550.03 - Application for scrap metal facility licenses; fee.
(A)
Application for a scrap metal facility license required by Section 550.02, including the renewal of a license, shall be made in writing
and sworn to on a form provided by the license section and pursuant to the terms of this chapter and Chapter 501 of the Columbus
City Codes. Each application shall include a filing fee of five hundred dollars ($500.00), which shall not be refundable, and identify
the applicant and the address of the facility to be licensed. The filing fee shall be waived for any person that is operating a scrap metal

facility at that specific site under a valid junk yard or salvage yard license issued pursuant to Section 3392.02 of the Columbus City
Codes.

(B)
The application for a license to operate a scrap metal facility shall include the following information
(1)

A list identifying every individual who will be directly engaged in managing or supervising the daily operations of the facility, and for
each individual so identified the following information shall be provided by the applicant

(a)
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The individual's name, address and social security number;

(b)

A photocopy of the current and valid driver's license, military identification, or other photo identification card issued to the individual
by the federal government or any state;

(©)

A set of fingerprints and a certified copy of the individual's criminal history information, including date, time and place of convictions
for all violations except traffic offenses as obtained from any local or state law enforcement agency

2
The applicant's history of any government-issued licenses or permits related to the operation of any scrap metal facility, including any

currently held by the applicant and any previously issued licenses or permits that were revoked or suspended within the past ten (10)
years and the reasons therefor;

(€)

If the applicant is a business entity that is required to register with the Secretary of State of Ohio, a copy of a current certificate of
good standing by that office.

©
No person shall knowingly make a false license application or procure or seek to procure a license for another
(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)
550.04 - Issuance and display of license.
(A)

Subject to the terms of this chapter and Chapter 501 of the Columbus City Codes, the License Section shall issue a license to an
applicant to operate a scrap metal facility at a specified location, unless the License Section finds any of the following:

(M
That the application does not contain all the required information, or that the application contains a material misrepresentation;
2

That the facility which is to be licensed fails to conform to the Columbus City Codes, including, but not limited to, zoning, building,
health and fire.

(B)
The License Section may refuse to issue a license to an applicant if it finds any of the following:
(1

That the applicant, or any person having a direct or indirect interest in that which is to be licensed, has been convicted of a felony or
theft offense within the past ten (10) years or is on probation or parole for a felony or theft offense;

2
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That criminal conduct as defined in Title 29 of the Ohio Revised Code or Title 23 of the Columbus City Codes has or is occurring on
the premises of the facility on a repeated basis by customers, patrons, employees, operators or licensees. Repeated basis shall mean
two (2) or more offenses within the previous twelve (12) months.

©)
The issued license shall be displayed in a conspicuous place within the public area of the facility.(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)

550.05 - Transfer of license.

(A)
Change of Location. A scrap metal facility license is not transferable to another location. No person so licensed shall transact or solicit

business at any location other than at the address stated in the license. Any change in location of scrap metal facility licensed pursuant
to this chapter shall require the submission of a new application and the issuance of a new license.

(B)

Change of Ownership. A scrap metal facility license is transferable to another person only upon written approval of the License
Section, as provided in Section 501.14 of the Columbus City Codes. An application for transfer of ownership shall be granted,
provided the application is submitted in writing and contains all the information required by Section 550.03 as to the proposed new
licensee. For purposes of this section, whenever the person to which a license has been issued is a corporation or limited liability
company and there is a transfer of that corporation's stock or that limited liability company's membership interests such that,
following the transfer, the owner of the majority or plurality of shares of stock in the corporation would change or the owner of the

majority or plurality of the limited liability company's membership interests would change, the transfer of stock or membership
interests shall be considered a change of ownership.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)

550.06 - License suspension or revocation.

(A)

Subject to the requirements of Chapter 501 of the Columbus City Codes, the License Section may revoke or suspend a scrap metal
facility license where it finds:

(D
A section of this chapter or Chapter 501 of the Columbus City Codes was violated upon the facility premises;
2)

A violation of the Ohio Revised Code or Columbus City Codes was committed upon the facility premises, and was reasonably related
to the management or operation of the facility;

3)
A material misrepresentation was made upon the application for a license;
“

An operator of the facility, or employee or agent of the operator, hindered, obstructed or prevented any inspection of the facility
authorized by this chapter or Chapter 501 of the Columbus City Codes.

B

Unless a stay order has been issued by the Board of License Appeals pursuant to Section 505.07 of the Columbus City Codes or by a
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court of competent jurisdiction, a licensee is prohibited from purchasing, receiving or selling any scrap metal articles or material
during the time that the licensee's scrap metal facility license is revoked or suspended.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)
550.07 - Records of transactions; daily reports to police.
(A)

All scrap metal facility licenses shall maintain a separate record book or electronic file in which the licensee shall keep an accurate,
legible and complete record of all of the following specified information for each retail transaction

(M

A complete and accurate description of any scrap metal article or material that has been purchased or received by the licensee, which
description shall be as set forth in Ohio Revised Code section 4737.04(B)(5). Hewever; for the twe (2) categoeries of artieles or
sl Hepedl Boloss e devesioion pledl bpelode wbioee el b s o s anleee ol e sedele op el boe b il e
sl apeber or b mannneeeeds LleaiGen e ppler oo eiher paaeliines slheeoine copenelie b s ) enfesomen ol eelae
e pierieds e ocbieb s seguisenaent appbion a4 saster cebleles spednse cnedne Desde bmpeaiesiones sod peas cnd apdbor el
fecherr apd B0 aedieles wp ppmieria e e shess enpeeehie b pseans ol s bepilalne muss e pasnes spborsed sl clabedl o
otherwise marked on the article or material;

2

The seller's name and current address;

3)

The identification number from a current and valid driver's license, military identification, or other photo identification card issued to
the seller by the federal government or any state;

“4)

The license plate number and state issuing the license plate of the motor vehicle being used by the seller to transport the articles or
material to the facility;

)

An impression of the right or left thumb of the seller;

(6)

The date and time that the licensee purchased or received the article or material and the name of the individual employee or operator
of the facility who conducted the transaction;

()]

If the article or material that has been purchased or received by the licensee is a motor vehicle, the record shall include the
vehicle identification number of that motor vehicle as shown on the certificate of title.

(B)

Every retail transaction shall be numbered consecutively.

©
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The licensee shall prepare a daily report listing all retail transactions occurring during the preceding day and containing all the
information described in this section for each retail transaction. Before 12:00 noon each day, the licensee shall deliver a copy of the
licensee's prior day's report to the chief of police or his or her designee. Delivery of the daily report shall be by means of a
computerized tracking system approved by the chief of police or his or her designee. The thumb impression required by division (A)
(5} of this seetion is not required to beUnless delivered to the chief of police via the approved computerized tracking system, butthe
thumb impression required by division (A)(5) of this section shall be retained by the licensee in accordance with division (D) of
this section.

D)
The records described in this section shall be retained by the licensee for one (1) year following the date of the retail transaction.
(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)

550.08 - Additional requirements for motor vehicles and parts; exemption.

(A)

In addition to all other requirements of this chapter, a scrap metal facility that purchases or receives in a retail transaction as scrap a
motor vehicle shall also comply with all the following requirements.

(1)

No motor vehicle shall be purchased or received unless at the time of the transaction the seller has provided both a valid certificate of
title showing that the seller is the owner of that motor vehicle and a current and valid driver's license, military identification, or other
government-issued identification card issued to the seller bearing a photograph of the seller.

2

A scrap metal facility that purchases or receives a motor vehicle from the owner described on the certificate of title shall within ten
(10) days mark the certificate "TO BE CANCELED," keep a record of the cancellation, and forward the certificate to the clerk of the
court who issued it in accordance with Section 4738.16(B) of the Ohio Revised Code. The scrap metal facility shall keep the record of
the cancellation for three (3) years after creating the record. The record shall include a copy of the canceled title.

This chapter shall not apply to any operations licensed by the State of Ohio as a motor vehiclesalvage dealer under Ohio Revised
Code Chapter 4738. Non auto salvage derived scrap operations shall be subject to regulation as a scrap metal facility.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)

550.09 - Retention of articles; permission of police for disposition; recovery of stolen goods by true owner.

(A)

If the chief of police or his or her designee has probable cause to believe that an article or material is stolen property, he shall notify
the licensee in writing. Upon receipt of such a notice, the licensee shall retain the article or material until the expiration of thirty (30)
days after receipt of the notice, unless the chief or his or her designee notifies the licensee in writing that retention of the article or
material is no longer required. Upon expiration of the thirty (30) day period, absent renewal thereof by the chief or his or her
designee, or the failure of the true owner to pick up the allegedly stolen property, the scrap article or material may be immediately
recycled.

B)
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If the chief of police or his or her designee receives a report that property has been stolen and determines the identify of the true
owner of the allegedly stolen property that is in the possession of a licensee, and informs the licensee of the true owner's identity, the
licensee shall hold the allegedly stolen property for at least thirty (30) days from the date of notification by the chief of police or his or
her designee to enable the true owner to pickup that property from the licensee. If a licensee fails or refuses to return the allegedly
stolen property that has been held as required by this division, the true owner may recover the property from the licensee in an action
at law. Upon expiration of the thirty (30) day period, absent renewal thereof by the chief or his or her designee, or the failure of the
true owner to pick up the allegedly stolen property, the scrap article or material may be immediately recycled.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)

550.10 - Purchase of certain articles restricted.

(A)

No scrap metal facility licensee shall purchase or receive any restricted article in a retail transaction unless at the time of the
transaction the seller has received reasonable, reliable, written documentation verifying that the seller is the owner of the article, or is
an employee, agent, or other person authorized to sell the article on behalf of the owner.

(B)

For purposes of this section, "restricted article" means all of the items described as a "special purchase article" in Ohio Revised Code
Section 4737.04.

©

No scrap metal facility licensee shall purchase or receive any catalytic converter in a retail transaction unless(1)

at the time of the transaction the seller has received reasonable, reliable, written documentation verifying that the seller is the owner
of the catalytic converter, or is an employee, agent, or other person authorized to sell the catalytic converter on behalf of the owner; or

2
no more than one (1) catalytic converter is purchased or received per seller per day.
(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part); Ord. No. 0882-2009, §§ 1, 2, 7-26-2009)

550.11 - Purchases prohibited.

No licensee shall purchase or receive any scrap metal article or material from any person under the age of eighteen (18), or
from any person identified in writing to the licensee by the chief of police as a known or suspected thief or receiver of stolen property,
or from any person failing or refusing to provide to the licensee all the identifying information required from the seller under Section
550.07(A).

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)
550.12 - Authority to conduct inspections.
(A)
Upon display of the proper credentials, any License Officer or any law enforcement officer authorized to enforce this chapter shall be
granted entry to a scrap metal facility at any time the facility is open for business for the purpose of conducting an inspection to

ensure compliance with this chapter. For purposes of such inspection, an inspecting official shall be granted full and immediate access
by the licensee to the building, grounds and records of the licensee.

(B

No person shall deny access to, or in any way impede, any License Officer or any law enforcement officer authorized to enforce this
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chapter conducting an inspection of a licensed scrap metal facility, or any portion thereof, or fail to cooperate with an inspecting
official.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)

550.13 - Appeals.

The refusal to issue or renew, and the suspension or revocation of, a scrap metal facility license shall be pursuant to the
provisions of this chapter and Chapter 501 of the Columbus City Codes, and the appeal of any such order shall be pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 505 of the Columbus City Codes.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (pary).)

550.14 - Severability.

In the event any section or provision of this chapter shall be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of this chapter as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so declared
to be invalid or unconstitutional.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)
550.99 - Penalties.
(A)
Except as provided in this division (B) of this section, whoever violates any section of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor of the

first degree and shall be fined not less than twenty-five ($25.00) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and the costs of
prosecution.

(B)
Whoever violates Section 550.02 or Section 550.06(B) of this chapter is guilty of Operating a Scrap Metal Facility Without a Valid
License, a misdemeanor of the first degree, and shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and the costs of

prosecution. Each day that any person continues to operate in violation of either Section 550.02 or 550.06(B) of this chapter shall
constitute a separate and complete offense.

(Ord. 0441-2007 § 1 (part).)
SECTION 2. That prior existing sections inconsistent with the above are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
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