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BACKGROUND

The purpose of this ordinance is to authorize the City Clerk to enter into a grant agreement with Voicecorps in support of
their free reading services.

Residents of Columbus who live with little or no visual acuity are at risk of isolation, predation, and premature
institutionalization - partially due to a lack of access to current print news and information.  Voicecorps reading service
has provided free reading services to Columbus residents and has been supported by the City for doing so for each of its
44 years.  During the pandemic, Voicecorps was able - with support from City Council - to maintain daily transmissions
of daily newspapers which contain vital information about COVID-19 safety, curfews, and other information the rest of
Columbus had access to through the height of the pandemic.  The services involve the efforts of over 200 volunteers in
reading the Columbus Dispatch and various other news periodicals over broadcasts, including WOSU-FM and WOSU-
TV.  The targeted audience is overwhelmingly made up of aging residents, many of whom are low or fixed-income
earners and make use of other resources for residents over 60.

Columbus City Council is supporting these services for blind and visually impaired residents with $80,000.00 in funding
from the Neighborhood Initiative subfund.

EMERGENCY DESIGNATION: Emergency action is requested in order to avoid interruptions in services for
residents in need.

FISCAL IMPACT:  Total appropriation is $80,000.00 and is available in the 2021 budget within the Neighborhood
Initiative subfund, Fund 1000-100018.

To authorize the City Clerk to enter into a grant agreement with Voicecorps in support of their free reading services; to
authorize an appropriation and expenditure of $80,000.00 within the Neighborhood Initiative subfund; and to declare an
emergency. ($80,000.00)

WHEREAS, Voicecorps has provided free reading services to blind and visually impaired Columbus residents for the last
44 years; and

WHEREAS, the target audience for these services is overwhelmingly made up of aging residents who are either low-or
fixed-income earners; and

WHEREAS, Columbus City Council has been an advocate for and supporter of services that account for the needs of our
older residents; and

WHEREAS, $80,000.00 is available in the Neighborhood Initiative Fund to provide for this need; and
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WHEREAS, an emergency exists in the usual daily operation of City Council in that it is immediately necessary to
authorize the Clerk to enter into a grant agreement with Voicecorps to avoid interruption in services to residents in need,
for the immediate preservation of the public health, peace, property, safety, and welfare; now, therefore

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS:

SECTION 1:  That the City Clerk is hereby authorized to enter into a grant agreement with Voicecorps in support of their
free reading services.

SECTION 2:  That the City Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to appropriate $80,000.00 in the Neighborhood
Initiatives subfund, fund 1000, subfund 100018, to Columbus City Council per the accounting codes in the attachment to
this ordinance.

SECTION 3:  That the expenditure of $80,000.00 or so much thereof as may be needed pursuant to the action authorized
in SECTION 1 of this ordinance, is hereby authorized in the Neighborhood Initiatives subfund, fund 1000, subfund
100018 per the accounting codes in the attachment to this ordinance.

SECTION 4:  That for reasons stated in the preamble hereto, which is hereby made a part hereof, this ordinance is
declared to be an emergency measure and shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and approval by the
Mayor, or ten days after passage if the Mayor neither approves nor vetoes the same.
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