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This ordinance authorizes an increase in sewer rates effective January 1, 2024 for the Division of Sewerage and Drainage
and to amend Chapter 1147 of the Columbus City Codes, 1959.

Requested adjustments in rates result in a typical inside city residential sewer rate increase of 5%. When a water increase
of 5% and a 1% increase in stormwater rates are considered, the overall impact on a typical residential customer's bill in
the City of Columbus is 4.72%, and for a typical outside city residential customer, the overall bill impact is 5.0%. Low
Income Discount participant's overall bill impact is 4.67%. Outside city customers are not charged stormwater fees.
Considering the 2024 rates increases for water, sewer, and storm combined -- based on an average residential customer
with water use of 17 ccf's per quarter, City of Columbus residents are estimated to see their total bill increase $10.16 per
quarter, or $40.65 per year. City of Columbus residents with a household of four or more with water use of 30 ccf's per
quarter are estimated to see their total bill increase $15.91 per quarter, or $63.62 per year.

The proposed rate configuration for 2024 recognizes that water and sewer charges disproportionately affect lower income
groups. The Department of Public Utilities will continue the Low Income Discount Program that discounts participant's
sewer commodity portion of their sewer bill by 20%.

In 2005, in accordance with Ordinance No.1904-2005, passed November 28, 2005, Council created a Clean River Fee to
recover costs of construction of projects necessary to meet the requirements of the two consent orders that mandate
elimination of wet weather flow from Combined Sewer Overflows and Sanitary Sewer Overflows. This charge was
assessed based on each property's measured impervious surface area. Since 2005, Council has approved across-the-board
rate increases, including the Clean River Fee. The Department of Public Utilities, with approval of the Sewer and Water
Advisory Board (SWAB), recommends that the Clean River Fee again be increased with an across-the-board rate increase
of 5% to continue to allow wet weather construction projects to be paid for by a blend of the Clean River Fee and
Commodity Charges.

The proposed rate structure is necessary to continue to address projects related to the two (2) consent orders entered into
in 2002 and 2004 mandating the City of Columbus to mitigate wet weather flow from Combined Sewer Overflows (CSO)
and Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSO) and other operating costs and infrastructure improvements.

The Division of Sewerage and Drainage charges some industrial customers an extra strength charge. Extra strength
charges are for the treatment of high strength wastewater generated by various industries that require additional treatment
processes within the wastewater treatment plants. To stay economically competitive, the Department of Public Utilities is
recommending an increase of extra strength charges for inside-city and outside-city BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand)
by 5% beginning January 1, 2023. No changes are recommended for outside-city TKN (Total Kjeldal Nitrogen) beginning
January 1, 2024. No changes are recommended to TSS (Total Suspended Solids) Extra Strength Charges beginning
January 1, 2024.

The Sewer and Water Advisory Board (SWAB) met on October 18, 2023, and after reviewing the Department of Public
Utilities' projected expenditures for Fiscal Year 2024, recommends to City Council a 5% increase in sewer rates and extra
strength increases for inside-city and outside-city BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand) starting January 1, 2024.

FISCAL IMPACT: These rate increases will generate approximately $13.3 million in additional revenue in the Sewer
Operating Fund in Fiscal Year 2024,
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To amend Section 1147.11 of the Columbus City Codes to enact new sanitary sewer service rates for the year beginning
January 1, 2024; and to repeal the existing section being amended.

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish new sewer sanitary services rates, effective January 1, 2024, for sewerage
services to properties discharging into the sanitary sewerage system of the City of Columbus in order to recover the cost
of rendering said sewerage services for the calendar year; and

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Department of Public Utilities, Division of Sewerage and Drainage requests a 5%
increase in sewer rates for 2024 to pay for necessary ongoing operations and needed improvements; and

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Department of Public Utilities, Division of Sewerage and Drainage recommends
extra strength increases of 5% for inside-city and outside-city BOD (Biological Oxygen Demand) starting January 1,
2024; and

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Department of Public Utilities, Division of Sewerage and Drainage recommends no
rate adjustments for industry Extra Strength rates for TKN and TSS.

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus, Department of Public Utilities requests that sewer capacity fees not be increased in
fiscal year 2024, and

WHEREAS, in addition to the commodity rates, City Council finds it necessary to continue a Clean River Fee to fund
the wet weather capital improvement projects required by the Consent Orders with the State of Ohio; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds that the most appropriate way to assess the Clean River surcharge is by correlating the
surcharge to the amount of impervious surface, as the factor most closely associated with increased inflow and infiltration
is impervious cover from urban development; and

WHEREAS, City Council recognizes that increased sewer rates disproportionately impact low income residents. Low
income residents already pay a higher percentage of their household income in utility bills, and this percentage would
increase with higher rates; and

WHEREAS, City Council further recognizes that past rate increases in the City have demonstrated that increasing rates
leads to increased delinquencies among the City's customers; delinquency rates are higher among low income residents.

It is well recognized that increased delinquencies are expensive for the City and its customers; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds that continuing the discount rate for low income users at 20% is appropriate to assist
those least able to manage the impacts of increased sewer and water rates; and

WHEREAS, the Sewer and Water Advisory Board has adopted recommendations that are consistent with the rates
established in this legislation; and

WHEREAS, City Council finds that the rates and the low income discount established are equitable to all of the City's
customers; NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS:

SECTION 1. That effective January 1, 2024, Section 1147.11 of the Columbus City Codes be and is hereby amended to
read as follows:
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1147.11 Rate Schedules.

(a) Charges Within Corporate Limits. For the purpose stated in Sections 1147.02 and 1147.12 there is hereby charged to
each user situated within the corporate limits of the city, having any active sewer connection with the sewerage system of
such city or otherwise discharging sewerage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or indirectly into the
city's sewerage system, sewer charges as hereinbefore provided, and in the amount determinable as follows:

(1) For any such lot, parcel of land, building or premises having any connection with the city's sewerage system or
otherwise discharging sanitary sewerage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or indirectly into the
city's sewerage system, such charge shall be based upon the quantity of water used therein as the same is measured by a
water meter or meters there in use, as hereinafter described, and there shall be charged:

The charges as prescribed in the rate schedule as follows:

SEE ATTACHED FILE

(b) Charges Outside Corporate Limits. For the purpose stated in Sections 1147.02 and 1147.12, there is hereby charged
to each user situated outside the corporate limits of the city, having any active sewer connection with the sewerage system
of such city or otherwise discharging sewage, industrial wastes, other liquids, either directly or indirectly into the city's
sewerage system, sewer charges as hereinbefore provided, and in the amount determinable as follows:

(1) For any such lot, parcel of land, building or premises having any connection with the city's sewerage system or
otherwise discharging sanitary sewage, industrial wastes, water or other liquids, either directly or indirectly into the city's
sewerage system, such charge shall be based upon the quantity of water used thereon or therein as the same is measured
by a water meter or meters there in use, as hereinafter described, and there shall be charged:

The charges as prescribed in the rate schedule as follows:

SEE ATTACHED FILE

(c)In addition to the charges listed above, the following charge shall apply to the industrial user classes established in
C.C. 1147.08:

Subgroup A1 $ 19.68/Mo.

Subgroup A2 29.52/Mo.

Subgroup A3 98.40/Mo.

Subgroup A4 197.90/Mo.

Subgroup A5  393.58/Mo.

Subgroup A6  590.36/Mo.

Subgroup A7 197.90/Mo.

Subgroup A8a 197.90/Mo.

Subgroup A8b
Subgroup B1
Subgroup B2
Subgroup B3
Subgroup B4a
Subgroup B4b
Subgroup B5a
Subgroup B5b
Subgroup B5c
Subgroup B6

2,459.87/Mo.
19.68/Mo.
98.40/Mo.
98.40/Mo.
197.90/Mo.
98.40/Mo.
245.99/Mo.
147.59/Mo.
49.20/Mo.
49.20/Mo.
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(d)Septic Tanks and Scavenger Waste Haulers. Fees and charges for treatment of normal scavenger wastes shall be based
on the costs of providing such services and on the expected overall average characteristics of such discharges, which shall
be designated as 3,902 mg/l BOD, 17,934 mg/1 S.S. and 1,301 mg/l TKN for septic tank wastes, 311 mg/l BOD, 596 mg/1
S.S. and 104 mg/l TKN for sewage holding tank wastes, 7,407 mg/l BOD, 8,895 mg/1 S.S. and 2,469 mg/l TKN for
portable toilet wastes, and 27,142 mg/l BOD, 26,345 mg/1 S.S. and 9,047 mg/l TKN for grit waste. With prior approval of
the Director (or designee), when available treatment capacity allows, high-strength trucked wastes that have total solids
between thirteen and thirty (13-30) percent of which eighty to one hundred (80-100) percent are volatile solids and which
originate from food packaging or processing or similar facilities may be accepted for special disposal at designated
location(s) within the treatment plant(s). The Director may designate characteristics on which to base charges in special
situations on submission of proof that waste discharges have other than expected overall average concentrations and with
provisions of positive identification procedures. Charges may be billed at monthly intervals or at the discretion of the
Director, and shall be considered delinquent if not paid within thirty (30) days of billing date. Delinquency in payment
shall be basis for revocation of permit.

For each one hundred (100) gallons, or portion thereof, of either truck capacity or actual measured discharge, the fee shall
be as follows:

Wastehauler Rates Per 100 Gallons
Septic Tank Waste $8.17

Sewage Holding Tank Waste  0.44
Portable Toilet Waste 8.06

Grease Interceptors 27.60

In addition, a service fee of five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) shall be charged for each load discharged into the
Columbus sewerage system. Persons wishing to discharge sanitary wastes from recreational vehicle holding tanks into the
Columbus sewerage system shall be charged a fee of six dollars ($6.00) for each load discharged into the system.
SECTION 2. That sewer rates herein established shall be applicable to all sewer usage on or after January 1, 2024.
SECTION 3. That effective January 1, 2024 existing Section 1147.11 of the Columbus City Codes is hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.

City of Columbus Page 4 of 4 Printed on 6/16/2024

powered by Legistar™


http://www.legistar.com/

