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In Recognition of the Renaming of the Adventure Center to the Ben Espy Center

WHEREAS, Benjamin “Ben” Espy was a trailblazer in Columbus politics, serving with distinction as both a member of
Columbus City Council and in the Ohio State Senate, where he became the first African American to serve in Senate
leadership; and

WHEREAS, throughout his public service, Senator Espy was a fierce advocate for equity, transparency, and working
families. Consistently standing up to special interests and fighting for policies that uplifted underserved communities; and

WHEREAS, Senator Espy’s legacy includes shaping key legislation, advancing civil rights, and mentoring the next
generation of civic leaders-leaving a lasting imprint on the political and cultural fabric of Columbus; and

WHEREAS, his leadership style was defined by bold action, integrity, and an unshakeable commitment to doing what
was right, even when it was not politically expedient; and

WHEREAS, the Adventure Center, part of the Columbus Recreation and Parks Department, is a space dedicated to
exploration, learning, and growth-values that reflect Senator Espy's lifelong commitment to empowering youth and
strengthening community; and

WHEREAS, The city of Columbus is more than grateful to acknowledge the importance of Ben Espy Adventure Center
to honor his extraordinary contributions to the city and ensure his legacy continues to inspire future generations;

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBUS: That this Council proudly recognizes the
renaming of the Adventure Center to the Ben Espy Adventure Center, in honor of a dedicated public servant whose
leadership, vision, and advocacy continue to shape the city of Columbus for the better.
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